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THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

He scoured Utah for
plants thought to be
extinct. Now, theyre
taking root again.

Native plants return to the Jordan River watershed thanks to a Salt
Lake City project to boost biodiversity, public health and water quality.

By JOSE DAVILA IV
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Biodiversity can boost human health be-
vond just cleaning water that flows into the
Jordan River.
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these natural spaces,” Wellard said. “And this
has been a historically neglected space and
we would like to pump a ot of resources and
improve the access y to natural resourc-
es along the Jordan River.”

Murdock and Wellard hope to add more
properties across Utah's capital to the pro-
gram in the future. They also want to see
more public-facing education and events hap-
pening at an outdoor classroom within the
Cornell wetland.

And, of course, they’ll be keeping tabs on
the recovering slough sedge and its friends.
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